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V - what does it mean to ‘keep your head’? 
____________________________________________ 
 
I - ‘not make dreams your master’ - what does this mean? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
V - what are ‘triumph’ and ‘disaster’? 
Triumph - ___________________________________________ 
 
Disaster - ___________________________________________ 
E - why do you think the poet capitalised Triumph and Disaster. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
V - what is a knave? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
R - what is the knave doing in the poem? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
V - what is sinew? 
________________________________________________________________ 
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  ‘If you can make one heap of all your winnings 
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 

And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
And never breathe a word about your loss;’ 

E  Would it be wise to do this? Do you think the poet is advocating for it? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
V - what is a ‘foe’?  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
R - what will happen if you can do all the things in the poem? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
E - ‘yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it’ - what does the author mean 
by this? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
S - Summarise the whole poem in one sentence 
 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


