
English

Monday 22nd February 2021

Objective: To understand what an 
explanation text is.



Success Criteria

1. I can read some examples of explanation texts.

2. I know the purpose of explanation texts.

3. I know the features of explanation texts.



Starter 

• Watch the video

The Turbo Diner - Cracking Contraptions - Wallace and Gromit

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDmwqj6CUOY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDmwqj6CUOY


We've received a letter from Wallace! 







Look at the 
different 
explanation texts on 
the next 3 slides.

What makes this a 
non-fiction text? 

Can you work out 
what makes 
something an 
explanation text? 

What are the 
features?





The water cycle 
The water cycle is also known as the hydrological cycle.  There is the same amount of water on the Earth now as there was 
when the Earth began. The water cycle is how the earth's water recycles itself.

The cycle includes precipitation, evaporation, condensation, and transpiration. Earth's water keeps changing from liquid water 
to vapour and then back again. This cycle happens because of the sun's heat and gravity.

How does the Water Cycle work?
1. First of all, water molecules from lakes, rivers, streams, reservoirs, and the sea get heated up by the sun and then turn into 

vapour that rises into the air.
2. Next, these water molecules form into clouds, this is because a process called condensation occurs.
3.  When the air and the water cool, they form drops of water which then fall to the earth as rain. If they are frozen, they 
become snow or sleet.
4. Once the water reaches the ground, it can flow across the land until it reaches rivers, lakes, streams, or the sea.
It can also sink into the ground and flow because of gravity through gaps in rock, gravel and
sand.  Because of this, it reaches these bodies of water too.
5. Now the cycle begins again, when water is evaporated once more.

Why is water important?
Many of us think water will always be there for us when we want it. Without water, living

things would die. You will die if you go without water for more than a week. Plants will die
without water and that would kill all of the animals that eat the plants.

http://library.thinkquest.org/04apr/00222/words.htm#lmnop
http://library.thinkquest.org/04apr/00222/words.htm#def
http://library.thinkquest.org/04apr/00222/words.htm#abc
http://library.thinkquest.org/04apr/00222/words.htm#tuv
http://library.thinkquest.org/04apr/00222/words.htm#lmnop


How to Fly a Hot Air Balloon

A hot air balloon consists of a basket, four big gas tanks, a burner and the balloon or 
‘envelope’.

First, the pilot puts four nylon poles into sockets on top of the basket.  Then she puts the 
burner on top of the poles.  Next, she connects the cables to the burner frame.  The cables 
also go under the basket in order to hold everything together.
After this, she connects the hoses from the full gas tanks to the burner so that she can test 
it.

Next, two people hold the mouth of the balloon open while it is filled with cold air from the 
fan until it is quite fat and tight.

Now for the difficult bit.  The pilot lies on the ground, half in the basket.  She turns on the 
gas burner and points the flame into the ‘mouth’ of the balloon.  This is so that the balloon 
slowly stands up.

When the pilot is ready to go, she heats up the air in the balloon a bit more.  This results in 
the air in the balloon to be hot enough to get the balloon to rise off the ground.



Your task
Look at the boxes on the next slides (slides 9, 10, 11.) 

The ones on the left are the features of explanation texts. 

The ones on the right explain the features. 

Can you match them up?

When you have the correct combinations, copy them into your book!

1* support: Look at slides 12, 13, 14. These are not mixed up. Look at 
the features and copy a list.

3* extension: Can you find examples of these features in the example 
texts?



Purpose

Title

Paragraphs

Connectives

Explains 
generally what 

the topic is 
about.

Might go above 
paragraphs to show 

the reader what 
each section is 

about.

Verbs that show 
things are 

happening (falls, 
rises, changes).

Use words that are 
specific to your 

subject. You might 
need a glossary to 

explain them.

2 and 3 star

Match up the 10 
features on the left 
with the 10 
explanations on 
the right.

They are mixed up 
over slides 9, 10 
and 11.



Openers

Tense

Action Verbs

Sub-titles

Sometimes has 
the word ‘How’ 
or ‘Why’ in it. It 
is always clear.

Written in the 
present tense 

(are, turns, 
happens)

Includes causal
(then, because, as a 

result) and time
(first, then, next)

Are usually time 
connectives.

2 and 3 star

Match up the 10 
features on the left 
with the 10 
explanations on 
the right.

They are mixed up 
over slides 9, 10 
and 11.



Specialised
Vocabulary

Introduction

An Explanation 
Text answers the 
question ‘how?’ 

or ‘why?’.

The text is 
grouped and 

split into these. 

2 and 3 star

Match up the 10 
features on the left 
with the 10 
explanations on 
the right.

They are mixed up 
over slides 9, 10 
and 11.



Purpose

An Explanation 
Text answers the 
question ‘how?’ 

or ‘why?’.

Title

Sometimes has 
the word ‘How’ 
or ‘Why’ in it. It 
is always clear.

Paragraphs
The text is 

grouped and 
split into these. 

Connectives

Includes causal
(then, because, as a 

result) and time
(first, then, next)

1 star

Look at the list of 
features on the left 
and read the 
explanation which 
is alongside it.

Copy the list into 
your book.

There are 10 
features on slides 
12, 13, 14.



Openers
Are usually time 

connectives.

Tense

Written in the 
present tense 

(are, turns, 
happens)

Action Verbs

Verbs that show 
things are 

happening (falls, 
rises, changes).

Sub-titles

Might go above 
paragraphs to show 

the reader what 
each section is 

about.

1 star

Look at the list of 
features on the left 
and read the 
explanation which 
is alongside it.

Copy the list into 
your book.

There are 10 
features on slides 
12, 13, 14.



Specialised
Vocabulary

Use words that are 
specific to your 

subject. You might 
need a glossary to 

explain them.

Introduction

Explains 
generally what 

the topic is 
about.

1 star

Look at the list of 
features on the left 
and read the 
explanation which 
is alongside it.

Copy the list into 
your book.

There are 10 
features on slides 
12, 13, 14.


