
To understand features 
of writing –
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narrative.
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Starter: handwriting 
practise



Ruin
Watch 

the clip

• While you watch the clip take 
notes on the following:

• Describe the setting

• How does the character 
behave

https://www.literacyshed.com/ruin.html


How to annotate the short text – identify writing 
features (as many as you can) and explain why 
they have been used.



Your turn:

Devoid of human activity, the city had become a 
slave to nature. Concrete, which once stood 
strong, was splintered by vegetation. In one 
dilapidated building, there was a lone man on 
mission. From the highest floor, he pushed a 
heavy, metal safe towards the window. With a 
final shove, it went plummeting towards the 
ground. What was in this safe that meant so 
much to him? Whatever it was, he was 
determined to get access to it. It hit the ground 
with mighty force; gravity had done its work. 

Arriving at the twisted heap of metal on the 
ground, the man rummaged through the 
contents that were now sprawled over the floor. 
A tablet flickered to life. It was exactly what he 
was looking for. 

EXTENSION TASK (ALL GROUPS): 
If you come across a word you
don’t know, write a clear
definition of this word. This word
may be useful later!

ADDITIONAL 3* EXTENSION:
Show me 3 synonyms for the
following words:
1. devoid
2. dilapidated
3. plummeting
4. rummaged


