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Hi. We are going to tell You all about the
Chinese New Year.
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One in every SiX people in the world celebrate Chinese
New Year. Customs Vary but the main idea is to remember
Family and wish everyone peace ahd prosperity in the
coming year.
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Chinese New Year is also knowh as the Spring Festival. It
iS the biggest and most important festival in China and is
celebrated inh Chihese communities all over the world.
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The date of Chinese New Year is based oh the
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lunar Calendar ahd the date Chahges each Year.
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The First day of the New Year falls between 215t Jahuary
ahd 20t February. Celebrations |ast for 15 days from
Chinese New Year’s Eve to the [Lahtern Festival.
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There are several legenhds about how the Chinese New
Year Came about.
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One legend is that [Lord Buddha Called together all the
ahimals in the ahimal Kingdom to say goodbye before he
left Earth. Only twelve Came. He rewarded them by
naming a year after eaCch one inh the order they arrived.
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Another legend tells the story Oof a swimming race. Manhy
years ago there was a rat, ah OX, g tiger, a rabbit, a
dragoh, a snake, a horse, @ goat, a mohkey, g rooster, a
dog and a pis.
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The ahimals argued about Who Wwas to be first in the CyCle

Of Years. They asked the (Gods to decCide.
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The Gods decided that there should be a swimming race.
Whoever Came first would be first in the Cycle, the rest
Of the ahimals would be ih the order they finished.
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ThiS was the fihal
order.
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The Calenhdar has
followed g rotating

CYCle ever sihce then.




MFRE  FERR FERR

Here is the
Chinese

Year

2.0diac Animé What is your zodiaC

1972 198¢ 1996 2008

— anhimal? Find the year
Rat " you were porh in.

1973

1985

1997 2009

197¢

1986

1998 2010

Ox @ Then |00k for the
Tiger g anhimal.

1975

1987

1999 2011

TRabbit

1976

1988

2000 2012

Dragon

1977

1989

2001 2013

Chake

1978

1990

2002 2014

Horse

1979

1991

2003 2015

GOoat

1980

1992

2004 2016

Monkey

1981

1993

2005 2017

Rooster

1982

199¢

2006 2018

Dog

1983

1995

2007 2019

Pig
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Year 2.0diaC Animal
What year [960 1972 198¢ 1996 2008 2020
will 2021 1961 1973 1985 1997 2009 (2021
1962 197¢ 1986 1998 2010 2022
1963 1975 1987 1999 2011 2023

1976 1988 2000 2012 202¢

1977 1989 2001 2013 2025

1978 1990 2002 2014 2026

1979 1991 2003 2015 2027

1980 1992 2004 2016 2028 ;
1981 1993 2005 2017 2029 Rooster ?}

1982 199¢ 2006 2018 2030
1995 2007 2019 2031
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1h 2021 the Chinese New Year begins oh Friday 12t
February and lasts unhtil 26th February.
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We make g |0t Of preparations for the New Year.
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Some people paint their front doors ahd windows red.
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We buy hew
clothes t0 wear.
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We decorate our homes with lanterns. Most Of our
deCorations are coloured red ahd gold.
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Red frightens away the monster Niah who some Chinese
people believe comes on New Year’s Eve. CliCk on the
image to hear the story of Niah.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1AKwg7Ng2s&feature=youtu.be
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We also deCorate our streets ahd Cities.
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There are colourful decorations and lights everywhere.




REE 4

IREE RTFRE  H

R 4

We put fireCraCker deCorationhs oh our doors to
bring us good |uUcCK.
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e do this to frightenh away eVil spirits. That is why the

door (Gods |00K SO fierce ahd have weapons.
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We also hang up red bahnhers Called chuhlighs oh our
doorways.
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These are deCorated with messages Called Spring
Couplets.
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Tahgerines anhd Oorahges are important Chinese New Year
symbols. TAJe believe that these fruits bring good |ucK.
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The Chihese word for tanhgerine sounds like
the word for 'luck' and the Chinese word for orahge
sounhds like the word for 'wealth'.
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When we Visit our friends and Family we take gifts Of
oraghges Or tahgerines.
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Whenh people Visit us we offer them orahges and
tahgerines.
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We decorate our homes with plum anhd peaCh blossom as
these are sYmbols Of the start Of a hew Year.
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We believe that following these customs will help bring
about g plentiful Crop Of fruit later inh the Year.
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Our streets ahd Cities are also decCorated with peach anhd
plum fruit blossoms lights.
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Fish decorations Can be seenh everywhere. The Chinese
word for 'Fish' souhds exactly like the Chinhese word
fOr plenty.
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We believe that by hanging up fish decorations we will
have plenty of good fortunhe.
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Many Chihese people go to the temple oh New Year’s
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Chihese people often travel long distances to be with
their family at this SpecCial time.
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On New Year’s Eve we have a specCial family re-union
dihner we Call "Niah Ye Fan”.
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We prepare a place ahd food for the Spirits Of our
ancestors who we believe are present at the meal. Cah
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We have delicious food to eat including fish dishes and
dumplings. We eat the dumplings just after midnight.
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The dumplings, Called YuahXigo Or tahgyuanh. They are
made Of StiCKY rice flour stuffed with different fillings.
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gqmetimes lUCKY COins are hidden ih the dumplings. We
believe that the Coins bring good |uCk to the people who
find them.
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After dinner we play Card Sames and board games like

., Chinese chess. ol
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At midnhight we we set Ooff fireworks and fireCraCkers to
SCare OfFf eVil Spirits.
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We switch on all the lights in our homes until midnight
tO Keep qway eVil Spirits.
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On New Year’s DaYy we receive |UCKY red paCkets Or

/. envelopes Called ‘Hong Bao'. /.
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These are givenh to us by our parents and grahdparents
and contain ‘(UCKY’ money.
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The amounht Of money in the envelope is always ah even

-



MERE FFERR FFRE FMFERHKE

On the third day of the Chinese New Year we g0 to the
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Some people take fortune sticks with them. The way
the StiCKs fall show the Kind of |UCK the person will
have in the coming year.
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During the New Year we join in the street celebrations
ahd see |0ots Of |ioh ahd dragoh dahces.
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The lionh and dragon danhces are performed tO SCare away
eVil| Spirits.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tKMjLpJyihw
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In the lion dance there are usually two dancers. Ohe aCts
as the head anhd the other the body. They danhce to 3
drum, CYmbals and a gons.




MERE FFERR FFRE FMFERHKE

On the head of the lioh iS @ mirror SO that eVil spiritsS Will
be frightened away by their own reflections.
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CliCk onh the image to see the lionh dance.



https://youtu.be/ipvjaV9qcJw
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The hinhth day of the Chinhese New Year is the birthday of
the Jade Emperor, the Kihg of the Gods.
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People burh incense on his birthday.
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Many people go to the temple.
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Our New Year celebrations end on the fifteenth day, the
day of the full Moonh, with the ‘FestivVal of [,anterns’.
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[,anterns Of different sizes Cah be seen everywhere.
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There are |0ts Of exXCiting things to see - street theatre,
parades and exhibitions.
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There is musiC and dancCing.
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We light lanhterns ahd set them OfF ihto the sky. e do
this to thahk the rain god for the raih he has sent to
make our Crops Srow.
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It IS very exCiting. Thousands Of lahterns light up the
night SKy.
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CliCk on the picture to watCh the [Lahtern Festival.



https://youtu.be/2gJH22WNqyM
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We also have amazing firework displays.
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We hope that you have enjoyed |earhing about how we
celebrate the Chinese New Year.
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Some of our customs have Changed over time, but many
Chinese people still Celebrate the traditional Chinese
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Kung Hei Fat Choy Kunhg Hei Fat Choy
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Your tasks: choose a task to complete

* Make a Chinese dragon - dt

* Design a new Chinese dragon — art

* Write a new version of Nian story — writing

* Perform a Dragon dance with your family — record this! PE

* Make some music using household items that would accompany a
Dragon dance - Music



