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Time to launch the 2021 Giant Sunflower (Yr 3/4) and Heaviest Pumpkin (Yr 5/6) Competition!

As part of this Years National Earth Day, which is on Thursday 22nd April, we are going to hold our own competition to see who can grow the tallest sunflower or the heaviest pumpkin. The theme is ‘Restore our Earth’ so we will talk to the children about how growing plants will help to combat Climate Change and help the natural processes and eco-systems in our environment.
All children at Newport Junior School can enter the competition. On Thursday 22nd April, children will be potting and planting their own seeds at school and designing their own pot. They will then be bringing home their “seeded pot” and will have to nurture their seed, caring for it appropriately at home. During the Autumn term we will then measure and weigh the sunflowers and pumpkins, and assign winners based on height and weight – these maybe brought into school (more details will follow in the Autumn.)
If your child is in year 7 in September they will still be able to enter the competition and this will be by videos and photos of their pumpkin. The children will plant their seeds on Thursday 22nd  April and need to nurture them through the spring and summer until the competition ends on approximately Sunday 19th September. We will hold a ‘prize presentation’ assembly shortly after that, where we give out trophies/prizes to our winners and certificates to all who take part. With skilful use of ladders, broom handles and blu-tac, we will stick paper sunflowers on the wall of the school hall to show the height of our winners – they are always impressively tall – equally we will stick paper pumpkins across the walls to show the widths of the heaviest pumpkins.
We would really encourage everyone to have a go – even if you don’t consider yourself to be “green fingered”. The experience of growing a plant from seed and caring for it over many weeks is really special, and the children get very excited about who will have the winning sunflower/ heaviest pumpkin.
Many thanks for your support
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