Spring 2026

Reading Newsletter.

2026 is the National Year of Reading and we intend to mark this
special year in several ways across the year. This Reading
Newsletter will continue to champion great books to read but will
include a recommendation for parents too to encourage parents
to pick up a book too. (Lookout for the Big Person Book Club!)
Here is a classic book o start my book choices this time...

Why the Whales Came by Micheal Morpurgo.

Z 'You keep away from the Birdman," warned

/% Gracie's father' But Gracie and her friend Daniel

)l discover the Birdman isn't mad or dangerous as
everyone says. Yet he does warn them to stay away
from the abandoned Samson Island - he says it's
cursed. And when the children are stranded on
Samson by fog, Gracie returns to hear tragic news.
Could the Birdman be right? A classic tale told by a great story
teller. Look out for this and many of his books in our library!

Race to the Frozen North: The Matthew Henson Story
Matthew Henson was simply an ordinary man.

That was, until Commander Robert E. Peary
entered his life, and offered him a chance at true
adventure. Henson would become navigator,
craftsman, translator, and right-hand man on a
treacherous journey to the North Pole. Defying
the odds and the many prejudices that faced him
to become a true pioneer. This is his incredible
and often untold story. Highly recommended.

MICHAEL -

||Year 6 are currently enjoying Harry
“*|Potter and the Philosopher's Stone
as their class book. There are many
> | books you might enjoy if you are a fan

of the Harry Potter series. The

Skandar books by AF Steadman and
Impossible Creatures by Katherine
Rundell are well worth checking out!
You will find lots more of these
'Branching Out posters with book
~trythese! | recommendations here...

https://www.booksfortopics.com/

Part of the
National Year of Reading 2026

/ My Book Choices \

by Mrs Goodchild

What was your favourite book
when you were a child?

When I was a child, my favourite
author was Enid Blyton. I loved all
of her stories, especially The
Magic Faraway Tree and Mallory
Towers. But my favourites were
The Famous Five stories - the
children's adventures were so
exciting - how I wished I could
Jjoin them!

Who was your favourite character
and why?

My favourite character was
Darrell Rivers from the books
about Malory Towers, a school in
Cornwall. Darrell had many
adventures, she often made
mistakes but she always learned
from them. She had so much fun
at school enjoying midnight
feasts, swimming in the sea and
playing games with her friends.

If you could only keep a copy of
one children’s book which one
would it be?

I would keep 'Alfie Gives a
Hand' which is a story from the
series of Alfie books by Shirley
Hughes. The pictures are
beautifully drawn and the stories
are funny and interesting for
children. ' Alfie gives a Hand' is
about when Alfie was invited to
his friend Bernard's birthday
party. Bernard was being silly and
he upset a little girl called Min,
Alfie kindly looked after Min and
everyone had a good time.

Is there a book you wanted to
read but never got around to
reading?

As an adult I discovered the
books about ‘Hairy Maclary from
Donaldson's Dairy" by Lynley
Dodd. I wish I had read them as a
child as T know T would have en-
Jjoyed them immensely! I love the
rhyming language, the illustrations
and amusing antics of Hairy
Maclary and his friends. My
favourite story is Hairy Maclary
and Zachary Quack - Hairy
Maclary wants to enjoy a snooze
in the shade but Zachary Quack is

\desper‘cn‘e to play with him! /



https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/branching-out/

Skye's Great
Biscuit Caper
by Lynne
Sherry.
From local
nes author and
| former NJS

teacher
comes a
- fun-filled
story of to make you laugh out loud!
Skye, a fast-thinking and slightly
mischievous pup has a plan to get snacks!
A snack heist. Will she be successful or
will Bruno the guard dog stop her in her
tracks? Check out this charming book,
perfect for our younger readers.

The author of this lovely book will be
visiting us during Book Week!

What is your favourite story
about a dog? Could it be Dog Man?
What about I am Rebel? I think
my favourite is The Incredible
Journey by Sheila Burnford.

Can you work out the missing

word from these book titles?

1. The____ who came to tea.

2. Danny the _____of the
world.
You'rea ____ man. Mr Gum!

4. The boy at the ___ of the
classroom.

5. Varjak ___

6. Pippi .

7. The 13 Storey

8. The ____ who was afraid of
the dark.

9. The storm keeper's

B el i (‘ j ‘4
ONE i@ b
SEFAMILYYS) . "G
’ % -

© Blitz by Martin Impey is a picture book which is
both fantastically illustrated and captivating. It
tells the story of the war in London through the

=% WAR

 nightly bombing raids, sleeping in the air raid
- shelter and the worry of wondering whether their
— home will still be standing in the morning.

i ~

* A moving book that brings history alive!

BESL

Here is a book your parents might have read... The
Magic Faraway Tree by Enid Blyton. There are
adventures to be had at the top of the Faraway
Tree. Join Joe, Beth and Frannie and their friends 3§
Moonface, Saucepan Man and Silky the fairy as they :
discover which new land is at the top of the Faraway \y.
Tree. Will it be the Land of Dreams or the Land of
Topsy-Turvy? Discover the magic in this classic tale
just before it's made into a dramatic new film.

B Magpie Girl is a new book by author Rowan Foxwood.
Lavender Wild is a magpie girl - she grows feathers,
talks to birds and has a talent for finding lost things.
Faced with earthquakes, daemons and witches,

because the firebird is rising, and only they
can save everyone from its flames. Look out

< for his other book Heart Seer too!
ROWAN FOXWOOD

Author Profile- Ross Montgomery

The author of T am Rebel and The Midnight
Guardians was once a pig farmer and a primary school
teacher before he decided to become a full time
author. He lives in London with his family and pet cat
called Fun Bobby. He loves cactus plants! If you want
to learn more about him and his wonderful books try |§
his website : http://rossmontgomery.co.uk/ ;

Q Please, Mrs /

Book Week is coming!

2nd- 6th March
Dressing up on World Book Day

Author visit / Competitions

Get Caught Reading Photo
Challenge and much more.
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The NJS Big Person Book Club!

Our aim is to encourage all our NJS family to pick up a
book and dive in! So here is one for adults.

THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER

First recommendation is Slow Horses by Mick Herron.
A spy thriller. ‘Slow Horses’ are the team of misfit M15
agents who will do anything to redeem themselves! Mrs
Bold loved this one’ I enjoyed Slow Horses because of its
fast paced story line and for its dry, black comedy. The
disgraced agents are exiled together in a building called
'Slough House', who get the nickname of 'Slow Horses'.
They are all thrown together and try to solve cases
together.’ I'm keen to try that one myself!

NOW A
MAJOR
TV SERIES,

MICK
HERRON
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