Year 6 Reading Comprehension Homework.  06.11.26
Martin Luther King Jr.  A Man with a Dream
Martin Luther King Jr. was one of the most influential civil rights leaders in American history. He was born on 15th January 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia, in the United States. From a young age, Martin was an intelligent and thoughtful child who believed that everyone deserved to be treated fairly.
During the 1950s and 1960s, African Americans experienced widespread discrimination in the United States. In many places, Black people were forced to use separate schools, restaurants, toilets and public facilities from white people. These unfair rules were known as segregation. Black Americans were also prevented from voting in some areas and were often treated unfairly simply because of the colour of their skin.
Martin Luther King Jr. believed this was completely wrong. He wanted to create a society where people could live together peacefully, regardless of their race or background. However, he did not believe that violence was the answer. Instead, he supported peaceful protest and encouraged people to stand up for their rights without hurting others.
In 1955, King became involved in the Montgomery Bus Boycott. This protest began after Rosa Parks, an African American woman, was arrested for refusing to give up her seat to a white passenger on a bus. Black residents of Montgomery refused to use the city's buses for more than a year. Their determination helped bring an end to bus segregation.
One of King's most famous moments happened on 28th August 1963. He stood in front of a huge crowd at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., and delivered his famous I Have a Dream speech. More than 200,000 people had gathered to demand equality and justice.
In his speech, King described his dream of a future where children would not be judged by the colour of their skin but by their character. His powerful words inspired millions of people around the world and helped strengthen the campaign for equal rights.
King's hard work contributed to important changes in American law. The Civil Rights Act was passed in 1964, making many forms of racial discrimination illegal. The following year, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 helped protect African Americans' right to vote.
Sadly, Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated on 4th April 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee. He was just 39 years old.
Although his life was cut short, his message continues to inspire people today. His legacy reminds us that courage, determination and peaceful action can help change the world.
📝 Mission 1: Retrieval Questions
1. When and where was Martin Luther King Jr. born?
2. What was segregation?
3. What did Martin believe was the best way to fight injustice?
4. Why did Rosa Parks become an important figure in the civil rights movement?
5. Name the two important laws mentioned in the text.

🔍 Mission 2: Inference Detectives
6.  Why do you think Martin Luther King Jr. felt so strongly about equality?
7.  How can you tell that Martin Luther King Jr. was a determined person? Use evidence from the text.
8. Why do you think peaceful protest was important to King?

💡 Mission 3: Vocabulary Challenge
Find a word or phrase in the text that means:
9. Unfair treatment because of someone's race: ______________
10. The belief that everyone should have the same rights: ______________
11. A lasting impact or memory left behind: ______________
12. The quality of not giving up: ______________
13. To encourage someone to take action: ______________

